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Career of the Month: Veterinarian

Quick Facts: ArchitectQuick Facts: Architect

2015 Median Pay $88,490 per year; $42.54 per hour

Typical Entry-Level Education Doctoral or professional degree

Work Experience in a Related Occupation None

On-the-job Training None

Number of Jobs, 2014 78,300

Job Outlook, 2014-24 9% (As fast as average)

What Veterinarians Do:

Veterinarians care for the health 

of animals and work to improve 

public health. They diagnose, 

treat, and research medical 

conditions and diseases of 

pets, livestock, and other 

animals.
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Duties

Veterinarians typically do the following:

• Examine animals to diagnose their 

health problems

• Treat and dress wounds

• Perform surgery on animals

• Test for and vaccinate against diseases

• Operate medical equipment, such as x-

ray machines

• Advise animal owners about general 

care, medical conditions, and 

treatments

• Prescribe medication

• Euthanize animals

• Seek new work by marketing and 

giving presentations

Work Environment

Most veterinarians work in private clinics 

and hospitals. Others travel to farms, 

work in laboratories or classrooms, or 

work for the government.

Veterinarians who treat horses or food 

animals travel between their offices and 

farms and ranches. They work outdoors 

in all kinds of weather and may have to 

perform surgery, often in remote 

locations.

The work can be emotionally stressful, as 

veterinarians deal with sick animals and 

the animals’ anxious owners. Also, the 

workplace can be noisy, as animals make 

noise when sick or being handled. 

Working on farms and ranches, in 

slaughterhouses, or with wildlife can also 

be physically demanding.

Work Schedules

Veterinarians often work additional hours. 

Some work nights or weekends, and they 

may have to respond to emergencies 

outside of scheduled work hours.

How to Become an 

Architect

Veterinarians must complete a Doctor 

of Veterinary Medicine (D.V.M. or 

V.M.D.) degree at an accredited 

college of veterinary medicine. There 

are currently 30 colleges with 

accredited programs in the United 

States. A veterinary medicine 

program generally takes 4 years to 

complete and includes classroom, 

laboratory, and clinical components.

Pay

The median annual wage for 

veterinarians was $88,490 in May 

2015. The median wage is the wage 

at which half the workers in an 

occupation earned more than that 

amount and half earned less. The 

lowest 10 percent earned less than 

$53,210, and the highest 10 percent 

earned more than $158,260.

SUGGESTED CITATION:                                                                                                                                                                        

Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational Outlook Handbook, 2016-17 Edition, Veterinarians, 

on the Internet at http://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/veterinarians.htm
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